Papillary fibroelastoma of the right atrium: an atypical presentation. A case report and review of the literature.
Papillary fibroelastomas are a rare form of benign cardiac neoplasm. While the majority of these lesions are asymptomatic and found incidentally via echocardiography or cardiac catheterization, those occurring on left-sided structures may become clinically important producing symptoms of syncope, angina, myocardial infarction, and sudden death. These masses also have the propensity to embolize resulting in transient ischemic attacks and strokes. Most papillary fibroelastomas are found on valvular structures and currently there are only 4 published case reports of these lesions occurring in the right atrium. Of these reports, only 3 have been presented as arising on the right atrial free wall. This case report presents the 54th known case of a papillary fibroelastoma occurring in the right atrium and the 4th to be reported as developing from the right atrial free wall. A review of the literature as well as the histogenesis, diagnosis, and therapy of this rare entity are discussed.